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Introduction

No Pens Day Wednesday activity ideas have been created by practising teachers and speech and language therapists. These have then been quality assured by a specialist speech and language therapist to ensure they are fit for purpose.

Activity ideas are more generic than the lesson plan templates and can be adapted to any lesson. They give some information about the activity and how it can be implemented, highlighting any resources or links that might be useful to support that activity. These activities can be used in many ways: as a starter activity, main activity, plenary or as methods of recording learning. We also have separate guidance on ways of recording, assessing and monitoring pupil progress without using pens (available on the No Pens Day Wednesday materials page under information for staff).

How do no pens activities support pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)?

The aim of No Pens Day Wednesday is to include all children in spoken language activities to support their learning. This includes children who require SEN support, many of whom will have speech, language and communication needs (SLCN).  

These activities allow a focus to be placed on communication and language in your setting, even if only for part of a lesson or session. By doing this, you may find that you’re more able to spot those children who are struggling with their speech, language and communication development. For those children who have already been identified as requiring SEN support, placing a focus in spoken language means that you are encouraging them to develop their skills in this important area of their development, which is the foundation for so much of their learning. 

The SEND Code of Practice, which came into effect in September 2014, emphasises the importance of all teachers playing an important role in identifying and supporting those who have special educational needs and disabilities. By taking part in No Pens Day Wednesday you will be able to access and put in place lots of great ways to build in quality support for all children’s communication across the school/setting. This is an important part of removing barriers to learning and engaging in inclusive practice. You’ll also be able to access information and guidance that can help you better understand how to identify and support children who are struggling.
Activities could also be adapted to link with any objectives that have been set by specialist colleagues, such as a speech and language therapist.

You can find out more about identifying and supporting children with SEND, and in particular those with SLCN in our pack of strategies for every classroom, which can be found in the information for staff section of the materials page. 
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Gimme 5!

This activity can be used for any subject. It can be useful as a way to extend and consolidate specific subject vocabulary as a quick game as a refresher at the start of a lesson, or a plenary at the end. 

Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Understanding and using subject vocabulary
· Using discussion to gather ideas
Resources

A pre-prepared list of categories e.g. oceans, characters in the book, punctuation marks, carbohydrates, capital cities, tools, geometric shapes, prime numbers, kings and queens, explorers, illegal drugs, religions, places of worship, MFL categories, fonts, keyboard commands, stringed instruments, musical notation...
Activity:

Give the students a category and ask them to name 5 things related to that category. Pupils can either work individually, in pairs or in small groups to complete this activity. 
Extension:

Ask students themselves to think of categories and other pupils then need to add things related to that category.  

You don’t need to put a limit on this activity – ask students to come up with as many words as they can that are associated with the category.
Reflection:

· Was it easy to think about words to link with the categories?

· If you came up with too many words in your group, how did you decide which 5 to use?

· What strategies did you use in your group to ensure that everyone had a fair turn to share their ideas? 
Vocabulary Dice Game

The aim of this activity is to help students to analyse the features and meaning of words to help them understand, store and retrieve new subject based vocabulary. It can be used to introduce keywords or to recap keywords from previous lesson

Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Understand and use new topic vocabulary
Resources

· Dice, whiteboard, record format e.g.: 
· 

· 
Activity:

Choose a keyword that you’re going to analyse. A student rolls the dice and depending on the number rolled, they need to give information about a given keyword relating to:

1= What sound does it start with?

2= How many syllables are there in the word?

3= What does it mean?

4= Think of another word that has a similar meaning

5= Give a word related to it

6= Put the word into a sentence

For each keyword, elicit all of the above. If another student rolls the same number again, default to ‘5’. Discuss and record answers on the whiteboard. 
You can then print them out and stick them on the wall for staff / students to refer to.


                                                     


Extension:

· Students could think of their own keyword that they feel unsure of and would like to investigate further
· Instead of a whole class activity, play this in smaller groups so that students need to think together about their responses

Reflection:

· How does this activity help us to better understand keywords?

· Why is it important to be really clear on understanding keywords in your subjects? 
Verbal ping pong

This activity provides a structure for vocabulary activities as well as providing an opportunity for students to hear vocabulary modelled. It helps students to develop their skills in using, recalling and understanding vocabulary.
Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Developing vocabulary

· Listening to others

· Taking turns

Resources:

· None needed

Activity:

Students should work with a partner for this activity.  They take it in turns to say words on a given topic, or in a given category, e.g. – World War 1, water, verbs, animals – or to build a story. If you miss a turn or say a word not in the category, you must start again with a new “serve”. You can play this as a competition between groups or pairs of pupils.

Extension:

You can extend this activity further by encouraging students to go in to more detail about the words that they’re using during the activity. Work in pairs and instead of the other person saying another word from the topic/category, they have to say a definition/fact/piece of information about that word e.g. ‘Trench’ ( ‘a method of defence during the first world war’. Then, the student serves back with another word and the other student needs to give a definition or explanation about the word. 

Reflection:

· What makes it easier/harder to think of words in a category?
· What strategies did you use to help you to think of words?
· What happened if someone else stole the word that you were thinking of?!
Interviews

This activity can provide a useful way to support students with explaining something that they have learned or developing their understanding of a topic. It’s also a good way for students to begin to practice the communication skills that they need during interviews. 
Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Asking and answering questions

· Understanding another’s point of view

· Listening to others

Resources

· No essential resources required, but students can use easi speak microphones or cameras if they want to record their interviews. 

Activity:

Ask students to work with a partner. Depending on the subject where this activity is taking place, there are lots of options – for example the partners might be an interviewer and an historical figure/character from a book, or one might be an interviewer from a science blog interviewing an ‘expert’ on a specific topic...

Extension:

Ask students to present their interview to the rest of the class, imagining that it’s televised and the rest of the class are the live studio audience who can ask questions or make comments. Encourage the students to remain in character as they answer questions from the audience, and then encourage discussion about why a character might answer a particular question in a particular way. 

Reflection: 
· How easy is it to take on board someone else’s point of view?

· If you had to explain something to an alien/person from the future, what did you need to think about while you were talking to them?
· How did we know all the information that we had about the characters we were discussing? Do we know it explicitly from the text, or are we reading between the lines and using our inferencing skills? 

Problem solving

This activity can be useful in encouraging students to use their language and communication skills to develop their thinking, reasoning and problem solving skills. 

Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Using language for thinking
· Listening to other’s ideas

Resources

· Whiteboard to record student’s discussion points and responses

Activity:

This is a whole class activity. Firstly, as a group, you need to think about a problem that the whole class are going to solve. It can be a fictional problem that a character from a text that you’re reading has, or a future problem that a lot of the class are worried about, for example revising for their GCSEs.  
Put whatever problem is chosen in the middle of the board. The aim is for the class to come up with as many ideas as they can about how to solve the problem. Accept any idea, putting it up on the board; encourage students to listen to and accept other people’s ideas. 
Then, in small groups ask pupils to identify the top 3 solutions that they feel are feasible for them to try out. Groups should do this by discussing all of the options on the board and thinking if it’s a reasonable way to try to solve the problem, or not. Encourage discussion and thinking by asking why a problem is or isn’t feasible, particularly if the class are solving a character’s problem as this will involve them really understanding the character/text. Use a voting or rating system to help students to come up with their top 3 solutions, e.g. all students give each solution a score out of 10 and then add up the final scores. 
Extension:

If it’s a real problem from the class, you can come back to your solutions at a later date and ask if anyone has tried them out – did they work? Were they helpful? If it’s a fictional problem based on a text, come back to the solutions again at a later part of the text – did the character do what we expected them to? How did they resolve their problem in the end? 
Reflection: 
· Is it useful to discuss our problems ‘out loud’ and come up with collective solutions?

· What do you usually do when you have a problem? How would you usually solve it?

· Does it help us to understand characters better when we put ourselves in their shoes and imagine how they might feel, or act?
Yes/No/Why...
This activity helps students to develop their verbal reasoning skills by having to explain their reasoning behind a decision that they’ve made. 

Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Justifying decisions by explaining reasons

· Understanding and accepting another’s viewpoint

· Listening to others
Resources:
· Prepared true/false questions that students can vote on e.g. a maths problem, a science fact, definitions of different chords in music, a statistic from geography.... The questions don’t have to be absolute true/false questions, they can also be opinion based questions that will encourage discussion and debate, for example ‘it’s a good thing that young people can’t learn to drive until they’re 17’
Activity:

Read to the class one of the prepared true/false questions.  Ask the class whether they think the question/statement/fact/definition/statistic is true or false, and give them time to prepare to explain their reason. Then they put their hand up to vote. Give an ‘on the fence’ option too for students who might struggle with some of the answers and to avoid guessing.  You can also give opportunities for students to clarify the question/fact/statement before voting on whether they think it’s true or false. 

Once students have voted, choose some students to explain the reason behind their vote. This can be very good if there’s a difference of opinion in the class and might spark some interesting discussion! 

Extension:

You can build on some of the responses given during this activity to prepare a more formalised debate in class. Make a note of differences of opinion for particular topics and then spilt the class in to a ‘for’ and ‘against’ team. Give them some time to think about their key messages, points and responses and then let the debate begin! 

Reflection:

· How does explaining your answer more thoroughly help you to understand?
· How did it feel if someone else had a different opinion than you?

· How easy or difficult did you find it to accept that other person’s opinion? Why? 

Consistent questions

This activity can be used for any subject, and actually works really well when it is used across all areas.  It can be useful as a way to develop and consolidate students’ understanding of verbs which often feature in questions, particularly for assessments or exams.

Spoken language and listening objectives: 

· Understanding vocabulary used in assessment questions
Resources

Sheet of question verbs – these could be enlarged as posters or cut up and used individually as required.

Activity:

There are a number of different ways in which the question verbs resource can be used. For example:

· Cut up the cards into verbs and definitions. Students work in pairs to match them and discuss why they made that choice

· Allocate different students a verb each. For example, they could be the ‘compare’ monitor or the ‘analyse’ spotter... When a question occurs which includes their verb, they need to offer the definition of their verb to remind everyone of its meaning

· Using the verb and definition, students could develop their own illustrations or icons for the verbs to make them more meaningful to them

· Work in groups to put similar verbs together – discuss whether they are asking the same thing or something slightly different and what that might be

· Verb spotter - Have a glossary of terms poster in every classroom (available here)– students are encouraged to identify when a key verb is used in a question


Extension:

Students could take the definitions challenge – how many of the verbs can they effectively explain without the visual prompt?
Have a small group discussion about where these words have the same or different meanings or requirements across different subject areas.

Reflection:

· Were any of the question words easier or more difficult to match or recall? Why might that be?

· What are the benefits of understanding these words really well?

A school which embedded this glossary of terms across key stage 4 subjects found students reported a number of key things. They

· felt reassured by the accessibility to the glossary in every classroom

· liked the explicit use of the glossary in their lessons

· liked how the glossary could be used in so many different ways to support their responses to examination questions across the whole school

· felt it helped them to remember to ensure that they fully understood exactly what questions were asking of them, before they tackled them
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Probability








It starts with ‘p’








It has 5 syllables





Tells you about how likely something is going to happen








A word with a similar meaning is chance 








A word related to it is predict





The probability of winning the Lottery is very low








